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the boys French. It was the belief in the household that
Hinzpeter was violent in the schoolroom with his two pupils,
and that when the Princes were dense he rose up and drove
the lesson home with something more potent than hard
words. William's sister, Princess Victoria, when recalling her
childhood memories, had something to say about this.
' There were times when I would hear Hinzpeter shouting at
the top of his voice and using what I took to be a cane. He
was in the next room to us with William. The noise of the
cane distressed me greatly. I was certain it was being used
on William and I taxed Mile Darcourt about it, but she
refused to say a word against her fianceV

It is not difficult to see how the Crown Princess, who
frequently visited the schoolroom, was credited by scandal-
mongers as approving or even attending the chastisement.
Another titbit retailed by the scandal-mongers was so
amazing that many refused to believe it. This was that the
Crown Princess was personally teaching chemistry to Prince
William 1 It was true. Vicky, under her father's auspices,
had taken a number of lessons from the great Faraday
himself.

It is a rule that two obstinate and similar natures clash
and William and his mother were no exception to the rule.
In early boyhood William was at a disadvantage and always
lost the verbal bout. Repartee between mother and son
seems to have run rather to a formula and was frequently
overheard by members of the Household, who retailed the
stories to an ever-widening circle. One day William, after
returning from the King's Palace, uttered some remark which
was markedly ' Old Prussian.'

" I wish you would not talk like that, Willy," exclaimed
the Crown Princess.

" I talk like that because I am a good Prussian," came the
sharp reply. " You are always wanting me to be a good
Englishman. I want to be a good Prussian."

" You will never be a good Prussian, Willy, until you have
learned to behave like a good Englishman."
Through, the open doorway of the schoolroom a passer-by